CT Custodial Interference over age 16
This is for the state of CT but all states have similar laws.
1. Custodial interference (CGS 53a-97 and 53a-98) only applies to children 16 and under, as the user mentioned.
2. For a 17-year-old, several other criminal charges could apply:
· Kidnapping in the first degree (CGS 53a-92) - Class A felony
· Kidnapping in the second degree (CGS 53a-94) - Class B felony with mandatory minimum 3 years
· Unlawful restraint in the first degree (CGS 53a-95) - Class D felony
· Unlawful restraint in the second degree (CGS 53a-96) - Class A misdemeanor
· Criminal violation of protective orders (CGS 53a-223, 53a-223a, 53a-223b) - Class C or D felony depending on circumstances
Let me provide a comprehensive answer covering these charges and their penalties.
Based on Connecticut criminal statutes, when custodial interference laws don't apply to a 17-year-old (since they're limited to age 16 and under), several other serious criminal charges could be pressed against someone who impedes or kidnaps a 17-year-old against court orders:
Primary Criminal Charges
Kidnapping Charges:
· Kidnapping in the First Degree (CGS § 53a-92) - Class A felony Connecticut General AssemblyJustia for abduction with intent to collect ransom, inflict injury, facilitate another felony, or interfere with government function
· Kidnapping in the Second Degree (CGS § 53a-94) - Class B felony with a mandatory minimum of 3 years and maximum of 20 years in prison AllanffriedmanlawConnecticut General Assembly
Unlawful Restraint Charges:
· Unlawful Restraint in the First Degree (CGS § 53a-95) - Class D felony when restraint creates substantial risk of physical injury, punishable by up to 5 years in prison JustiaMark Sherman Law
· Unlawful Restraint in the Second Degree (CGS § 53a-96) - Class A misdemeanor for any restraint that interferes with liberty, punishable by up to 1 year in jail AllanffriedmanlawJustia
Violation of Court Orders
If court orders (such as custody orders, protective orders, or restraining orders) are violated:
· Criminal Violation of a Protective Order (CGS § 53a-223) - Class D felony (up to 5 years) or Class C felony (up to 10 years) depending on whether the violation involved restraint, threats, harassment, assault, or sexual assault Connecticut Restraining Orders | WomensLaw.org
· Criminal Violation of a Civil Restraining Order (CGS § 53a-223b) - Class D felony punishable by up to 5 years in prison and $5,000 fine Severity of Protective Order Violations in Connecticut
· Criminal Trespass in the First Degree (CGS § 53a-107) - Class A misdemeanor if entering premises in violation of a civil protection order Severity of Protective Order Violations in Connecticut
Key Distinctions
The difference between kidnapping and unlawful restraint is that kidnapping involves "abduction" - restraining someone with intent to prevent their liberation by secreting them or holding them where they're unlikely to be found, or through threats of force Chapter 952 - Penal Code - Connecticut General Assembly. Unlawful restraint covers any restriction of movement that interferes with liberty, even momentarily C.G.S. § 53a-96 – Unlawful Restraint in the Second Degree.
For a 17-year-old, prosecutors would typically charge the most appropriate offense based on the specific circumstances, with kidnapping charges carrying the most severe penalties. The mandatory minimum sentences and felony classifications make these charges significantly more serious than the custodial interference statutes that apply to younger children.

